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by Donna Krol, Director of Special Education

 It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to a close and summer is rapidly approaching.  I want to 
take this opportunity to highlight some of the things that have happened this year and what we are looking forward to 
for the 2011-2012 school year.
 This year, the Special Education Department had an on-site visit from the Indiana State Department of Education 
(IDOE).  The purpose of the visit was to closely exam the number of students with special needs who are being served 

in the general education setting. Representatives from DOE visited one 
primary, three intermediate centers and one high school.  The requirement 
from both federal and state law is to serve students in the general education 
classroom as much as possible - least restrictive environment (LRE).  We 
have been and will continue to move in that direction.
 This summer training of the trainers for the new Indiana IEP will begin.  
Starting with 2011-2012 school year all IEPs will be written using the new 
software (see related article on page 2).  While change is always challenging, 
we anticipate improvement in the program.  I am sharing this information 
because your child’s IEP may look very different from the current IEP that 
we are using.  The required information contained in the IEP will remain 
the same. The format and the order of sections may look very different.  As 
of now, we have not seen a full IEP completed using the new system.  The 
Indiana IEP was piloted across the state and is being revised based on the 
recommen-
dations from 
that pilot.
 I n  o the r 

news, the INTERN program was awarded a One School at a 
Time Education Award from Channel 16 News and Martin’s 
Supermarket.  The INTERN program is for students in 
high school who are not working towards a diploma and 
students in the young adult program.  The students spend 
one half of their day at a community based job site learning 
valuable work related skills.  While students are not paid 
for this training experience they are developing workplace 
responsibility while developing positive work habits and 
attitudes.  Congratulations to Bill Court, INTERN coordi-
nator and his staff for all of their hard work on behalf of 
students.  
 Enjoy the summer with your children.  Back to school 
will be here before you know it.  The first day of school for 
students is Thursday, August 25, 2011.

Special Education Update and the Year Ahead 

Donna Krol, Director of Special Education, 
SBCSC. Medicaid Waiver Wait 

Lists
by Cyndi Smith, Editor
 The Division of Disabilities and Rehabilitative 
Services (DDRS) will soon implement a new policy 
that requires families contact the BDDS office the year 
their children turn 6 to request a Developmental Dis-
abilities Profile (DDP.) Failure to do this will result in 
being dropped from the wait list. The state will not send 
a reminder notice. Families must remember to contact 
BDDS for this request. Further, ALL FAMILIES on 
the Waiver waitlist must contact BDDS annually to 
verify that their information is still correct and that 
they wish to remain on the waiting list. Failure to do 
so will result in being dropped from the waiting list.



by Tom Spencer, Editor

(Information for this article has been taken in part from 
articles in Disability Scoop (www.disabilityscoop.com), 
Education Week and the Council for Exceptional Children 
(“Smart Briefs”).

 Budget cuts, staff reductions, and school reform are words 
all too familiar to most educators today. As state governments 
across the country wrestle with increased deficits, school cor-
porations are forced  “to do more with less.” Special Education 
is not immune to these far reaching changes. According to a 
poll taken by the Council for Exceptional Children, special 
education administrators in 45 states report that they are ex-
periencing “increased strain on the availability of services” 
for students with disabilities. 
  Although states are required to maintain a certain level 
of funding for special education, as guaranteed by federal law 
to insure a Free Appropriate Public Education, budget issues 
have impacted funding and are likely to do so for the imme-
diate future. Last year two states requested and were granted 
waivers on special education funding by the U.S. Department 
of Education and this year Alabama and New Jersey were 
granted waivers that will cut their special education funding 
by 9.2 million and 25.6 million dollars respectively. Two 
other states are awaiting a decision on their request for waiv-
ers. Approximately 18 per cent of special education funding 
comes from the Federal government and states must request 
permission from the Department of Education before scaling 
back funding or risk losing federal funds. In addition, the 
termination of Federal stimulus funds, a significant portion 
of which was used for special education programs across the 
country, means many corporations will be forced to lay off 
staff or scale back programs.
 A major thrust of teacher reform movements in many 
states, including Indiana, is linking teacher pay and evalua-
tion to student performance on standardized tests. This issue 
has been particularly worrisome to special education teach-
ers since some students with disabilities are assessed with 
alternative assessments and those that do take standardized 
tests often have more difficulty due to a learning disability 
or behavioral issues. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Dun-
can attended the national Council for Exceptional Children 
convention last month in Virginia and was asked about the 
evaluation process and how special educators may be fairly 
“included and rewarded” in a system that links teacher pay 
to annual state tests. 
 Duncan responded that teacher effectiveness should in-
clude “multiple measures” including observations by trained 
evaluators who are knowledgeable in instruction and subject 

matter. Duncan emphasized that principal “needn’t be the 
only ones doing the evaluation.” In some school systems, 
“veteran teachers” with experience in the community are 
used to conduct observations. He added that student and pa-
rental feedback as well as student portfolios would be other 
measures. He emphasized that “growth should be determined 
based on fair and objective assessments, but not based on the 
results of one test on a given day.”
 Other issues that will significantly impact special educa-
tion programs in the future include changes in rules about 
alternative testing, and the alignment of IEP’s to common-
core standards. Pressure from the Federal government has 
led many states to scale back the 1% of students eligible for 
alternative testing. This has the potential to affect test scores 
and Average Yearly Progress (AYP) for schools across the 
country as more students with special needs take the regular 
standardized tests. Many states  are adopting common core 
standards. The alignment of IEP’s with common-core, grade 
level standards is designed to help students with special needs 
succeed within the general education curriculum. This will 
likely bring significant changes to curriculum and instruction 
in special education classrooms. 
 How these many issues and changes will affect the quality 
of special education programs in the future remains a source 
of debate among educational experts and advocacy groups. 
What is certain is that the field of special education will face 
many new challenges in the years ahead. 

New Indiana IEP
by Marilou  Vandergriend, CAT

 Beginning this fall, the state of Indiana is adopting new 
IEP software.  They have contracted with PCG, a large firm 
that has contracts with several other states and large school 
corporations. In June, iStart 7 will shut down permanently, 
and PCG will transfer as much information as possible into 
the new software, which will be called Indiana IEP, or IIEP 
for short. Teachers will access the new IIEP from within the 
Learning Connection (http://learningconnection.doe.in.gov)
 This summer, support team members will be traveling to 
receive training in how to complete the new forms. Our help 
website will be re-done, and all teachers will get information 
on how they can be trained. Each new school year brings 
many changes, and next year will be no exception! 
 Also: remember, if your student has used News-2-You 
this year, and you would like them to receive it over the 
summer months (3 issues), please email Marilyn Cahalan at 
mcahalan@sbcsc.k12.in.us.

Special Education Faces Challenging Future



by Roberta Reynolds Spencer
 I recently spent three months in Uganda as part of 
a project to help improve the quality of Palliative Care 
throughout the country. At the request of The Special Edi-
tion, I visited a school for students with disabilities and 
talked to teachers, therapists and parents about special 
education programs and the challenges and issues teachers 
and parents face in providing instruction and services in 
Uganda. The following is a short reflection on the differ-
ences and similarities between special education in Uganda 
and the United States.
  Like many African countries Uganda faces enormous 
challenges in overcoming poverty and disease and pro-
viding basic human 
services that most of 
us take for granted 
in the United States. 
Issues of poor nutri-
tion and inadequate 
health care signifi-
cantly impact the 
quality of life. Many 
families in rural ar-
eas lack the means 
to travel to urban 
centers to receive 
assistance and those 
that do have such 
resources must do 
so on roads that most 
of us would consider 
primitive at best. All 
of these factors di-
rectly affect the qual-
ity of education in the country. Not surprisingly, resources 
and educational opportunities for people with disabilities 
are scarce and in many areas non-existent.
 Despite these challenges there are many dedicated 
professionals and people who strive daily to make life 
better for children and adults with special needs. One such 
individual I met was Edward Babumba, the founder and 
director of the Makindye Hill Parents School in Kampala, 
the nation’s capital. Mr. Babumba, who is the parent of a 
child with special needs, advertises his school at promoting 
“inclusive special needs education.” He notes that one of 
the major issues he must deal with in promoting a school 
with inclusive education is a lack of acceptance by many 
parents for students with special needs. Many parents who 

have children with special needs are reluctant to have them 
go out in public and will often keep them at home instead 
of sending them to school or involve them in any social 
setting. Many parents of typical students state they do not 
want their children attending school with their peers with 
disabilities
 Mr. Babumba states he would have more students at 
his school if he did not promote inclusive education, but 
he remains committed, along with his staff, to providing 
special education at the Makindye School. When asked 
about what are his greatest needs, beyond building greater 
acceptance among the population, he is quick to highlight 
the need for teachers trained in special education, financial 

assistance and basic resources and supplies to help with 
education. Much of the education at Makindye School 
centers on vocational or pre-vocational training for the 
children with special needs. He encouraged me to let it be 
known that they would welcome for short periods of time 
any volunteers who have experience in special education or 
other educational areas. In addition he expressed the need 
for materials they use at the school for vocational projects. 
These include candle moulds of different sizes, as well as 
star moulds, heart moulds, dinner candle moulds, colored 
wax disks and wicks of different sizes. If any reader is in-
terested in donating items or assisting the Makindye School, 
please contact Tom Spencer, c/o The Special Edition, for 
further information.

Special Education—A Ugandan Perspective

Some of the students and staff of the Makindye Hill Parents School, Kampala, Uganda. 
Mr. Edward Babumba, director of the school, is standing in the top row, far right.
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AUTISM CORNER
By Cyndi Smith, SBCSC Autism Consultant

Social Behavior Mapping

 Michelle Garcia Winner created Social Behavior Mapping in her book “Thinking About You Thinking About Me.” She uses 
SBM to teach individuals about the specific relationships between their behaviors, others’ perspectives, other’s actions (conse-
quences), and the student’s own emotions about how people treat him or her. The Core Principles of Social Behavior Mapping are: 
1) different environmental context command different behavioral expectations, e.g. there are different expectations during teacher 
instruction versus recess interactions. 2) Context-specific behaviors are defined as expected (socially appropriate) or unexpected 
(socially inappropriate) through the eyes of the person who is interacting with the student. 3) All behaviors affect the emotional state 
of those who are in close proximity. 4) Consequences occur not because of the behaviors themselves, but from the impact of these 
behaviors on others’ emotional states. 5) The emotional state of the student is affected by the consequences he or she experiences.

 By using circles and connecting lines, connections can be seen between the student’s specific behavior(s), and the resulting 
emotional reactions and consequences of others that follow. Likewise, he or she can see what to do differently to change the outcome. 
This can be a very powerful tool for giving feedback and in teaching the bigger perspective.

Blank SBM forms can be found on Cyndi’s website, accessed through SBCSC Spec. Ed. Homepage
==>Programs tab ==>Autism subtab ==>Cyndi’s website ==>Strategies folder


